
Small Historic Towns across America. 
as presented by Mr. Stadt’s on-line Freedom Project Education U.S. History 
classes in the Fall and Winter of 2014. You can learn more about our classes 
by visiting us at: www.fpeusa.org 

Hannibal, Missouri
America’s Hometown

Brief History Of Hannibal, MO
Hannibal was founded in 1819 by Moses D. 
Bates. By 1845, Hannibal achieved city 
status and by 1860, the population had more 
than doubled, which made it the second 
largest city in Missouri! Early industries 
sparked the city’s growth, these industries 
include pork packing, soap and candle 
making, coopering, and milling lumber. 
Hannibal has a proud list of well-known 
citizens such as, William Lear, Congressman 
William Henry Hatch, Navy Admiral Robert E. 
Coontz, sculptor John Rogers, Margaret Tobin (More commonly known as the 
“Unsinkable” Molly Brown), composer Egbert Van Alstyne, and artist Carroll 
Beckwith. There is one man that stands above the others in fame named Samuel 
Clemens, but we will get to him later. 

Driving Directions From Quincy Regional Airport
Get on I-172 S in Quincy from Broadway St, Continue on I-172 S to Hannibal, 
Take exit 157 from I-172 W, Follow MO-79 S/US-36 BUS W to Broadway Exd in 
Mason, Arrive at Hannibal.

 

http://www.fpeusa.org


The President When Hannibal Was Founded, And 
What The Political Environment Was Like.

At the time of this small town’s founding (1819) 
James Monroe was President, At the beginning 
of Monroe's presidency, Americans were feeling 
generally optimistic. The nation had declared 
victory in the War of 1812 and the economy was 
booming, allowing Monroe to turn his attention 
toward domestic issues. In 1819, there were only 
21 states. This was the official flag.             

Largest Businesses In 
Hannibal
The General Mills plant in Hannibal 
was built by the Underwood Company 
in honor of their founder’s 
appreciation for Samuel Clemens (I 
promise we’ll talk about him soon) and 
his desire to do some good for 
Samuel’s hometown. The two major 
businesses in this town would be The 
General Mills plant and Watlow 
Industries.

City Government
Hannibal has a Home Rule Charter form of government. Public services 
include police, fire, parks and recreation, public works, streets, inspections, 
tourism, library and airport. There is a municipal court, and the Marion 
County Courthouse is located in Hannibal with a second courthouse 
located in nearby Palmyra, Missouri.

 



Town Events
• Second Saturday Gallery Walk 5 - 8 pm. Hannibal’s downtown galleries 

are the place to be every second Saturday. Wander from gallery to gallery 
and enjoy special guest artists, food, and friends.

• July 4, 2015 - 59th Annual National Tom Sawyer Days - Come join 
Hannibal for it's famed 4th of July celebrations! A tradition for nearly 60 
years and fun for all ages. Activities include the National Fence Painting 
Contest, Tom & Becky Contest, frog-jumping contest, the Sam Clemens 
Kiwanis Arts & Crafts Festival, Hannibal Cannibal run, a spectacular 4th 
of July fireworks display & more! 

• October 17-18, 2015 - 39th Annual Autumn Historic Folklife Festival - 
Stroll the streets among artisans demonstrating lifestyles and folk arts of 
the mid-1800’s. Enjoy the sounds of street musicians, storytellers, and 
the smell of food and beverages prepared over wood fires. Historic 
Downtown. Saturday 10a.m.-5p.m. & Sunday 10a.m.-4p.m.

See more at: http://www.visithannibal.com/en/calendar-of-events

Where To Stay
The Dubach Inn
 A beautifully restored 1871 Italianate 
located within Hannibal’s Historic Downtown 
District, we are just three blocks from Main 
St. where you will find a variety of shops, 
restaurants, art galleries, and movie 
theaters as well as The Mark Twain 
Boyhood Home and Museum. 

Website: http://dubachinn.com

Samuel Clemens
As I promised, here is the information on Mr. Clemens, you may know him as 
Mark Twain. Hannibal is the town that young Samuel grew up in. 
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Mark Twain was a phenomenal author! His most famous 
writing of all would have to be - “The Adventures Of Tom 
Sawyer” Which was based on his boyhood, as well as his 
childhood friends. It’s a tough book to read, but it must of been 
a tough book to write! Samuel’s boyhood home is open to the 
public as a museum, as well as many other Mark Twain and 
Tom Sawyer themed museums and attractions.

Why I Would Like To Visit Hannibal, MO

In about 2008, I stayed in Hannibal, Missouri for a few days, I 
don’t remember much of that trip but I have some great 
memories of that town! Such as; Going to Mark Twain’s 
childhood home, exploring the Tom Sawyer caves, shopping on 

Main Street, and riding the Mark Twain Riverboat! The whole town gives off a 
homey atmosphere and I definitely will visit again in the future! 

Links You May Want To Visit

http://www.visithannibal.com/en/calendar-of-events

http://dubachinn.com

http://www.visithannibal.com/en/attractions/attractions

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hannibal,_Missouri

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Twain

*All photos taken from Google Images and links listed above*
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