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Basic info.  

• Walt Disney's full name was, Walter Elias Disney. 

•  He was born in Chicago, Illinois on December 5, 
1901.  

• His parents were Elias Disney and Flora Call 
Disney.  

• He was 1 out of 5 children. 

  



Childhood  

• When Walt was a boy he spent most of his time 
drawing and painting. 

•  He would sell his drawings and paintings to his 
friends and family. 

• When he was 10 he developed a love for trains. 

• His uncle was a train driver, so in the summers he 
would go along with him and sell snacks and 
newspapers to the passengers.  



High school  

• Walt went to McKinley High school in Chicago, where he 
took drawing and photography classes. 

• He ended up being the cartoonist for his school news 
paper. 

• At night he took classes at The Chicago Art Institute.  

• When he was 16, he dropped out of school and tried to 
join the army, but was rejected for being under age. 

• He ended up joining the red cross instead and drove an 
ambulance in France for a year. 



Early Career  

• In 1919 Walt moved back home to become a 
newspaper artist. 

• His brother Roy got him a job at Pesmen-
Rubin Art Studio. 

 



Early Cartoons 

• When Walt decided to open his own business, he 
recruited Fred Harman as his first employee. 

• They had their cartoons played in a local theater in 
Kansas City. 

• They called their cartoons Laugh-O-Grams. 

• These cartoons were very popular, so popular that 
Walt made his own studio which eventually went 
bankrupt. 



Disney Brother’s Studio 
• After Walt went bankrupt, he and Roy moved to 

Hollywood along with their other brother. 
• They later created Disney Brother’s Studio. 
• They made a deal with New York distributor Market 

Wrinkler to distribute their Alice cartoons. 
• They also made Oswald the lucky rabbit, who was later 

stolen by Wrinkler along with all of  
 the rest of The Disney Brothers creations. 
• There was one animation he had been working on that 

hadn't been stolen. 
• He called him: 



 Commercial Success 

•                       In 1929 Disney created Silly Symphonies 
which starred Mickey and his friends Minnie Mouse, 
Donald Duck, Goofy, and Pluto. 

• In 1933 he made the 3 Little Pigs, and the song “Who is 
afraid of the Big Bad Wolf.” This became the theme for 
the country during the great depression. 

• In 1937, Snow white and the seven dwarves was 
Disney's  first full length film. 

• It produced $1.499 Million despite the great 
depression and won a total of 8 Oscars. 

• Four other movies were made over the next 5 years. 
 



Movies 



Entertainment 
• Disney was one of the first 

to use TV as entertainment. 
• He made many popular TV 

shows. 
• The Zorro, Davy Crocket 

and Mickey Mouse Club 
were very popular with 
children. 

• Disney used Walt Disney's 
World of Color to promote 
the opening of Disneyland.  

• Mary Poppins was the last 
movie he produced himself. 



Disneyland 

• In 1955 Disneyland was opened. 
• It cost over $17million to build. 
• Disney made this theme park for children 

and their families to enjoy being 
together and to see the Disney 
characters. 

• In a very short time Disneyland became 
very popular and business went up. 

• People from all over the world traveled 
to see Disneyland. 



Disney’s Death 

• Just a few years after Disneyland had opened 
Disney had an idea about opening another park 
in Florida. 

• But before his dream could be fulfilled he was 
diagnosed with lung cancer. 

• Walt Disney died December 15, 1966 at the age 
65. 

•  After Disney's death his brother Roy fulfilled 
Disney's dream and opened up a park in Florida. 
He named it Walt Disney World. 



Synopsis 

• Walt Disney went through so many hard trials 
but in the end he succeeded  in being one of 
the worlds most amazing movie/cartoonist/TV 
show writers ever. He changed the way people 
think about entertainment today. Disney may 
have had a difficult life but he made the best 
of it. He didn’t let anyone get him down. He is 
truly inspiring to me. 

 




